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Letter From The Officers
Dear Potential Sponsor, 

Greetings from the Engineers Without Borders (EWB) UCLA Student Chapter! We are delighted to invite you 

to become a sponsor of EWB-UCLA. As an active international humanitarian engineering group, EWB-UCLA’s 

mission is to assist underdeveloped communities by engineering sustainable and economical solutions for the 

communities’ most pressing and basic human needs. We collaborate with local partners to design and implement 

our engineering solutions while creating transformative experiences and responsible leaders. Our team members 

include engineers from various fields as well as a plethora of students from other majors from environmental 

science to business. This diversity of expertise provides our team with a wide range of cross-disciplinary skills. 

Through our projects, our members gain enriched global perspectives through the innovative, professional, and 

educational opportunities provided by EWB-UCLA, while volunteering their time and skills to aid communities in 

need. 

In the past, we successfully implemented a rainwater catchment system in Chocantariy, Guatemala. This 

community previously lacked clean water access due to contaminated streams and dry seasons. With the help of 

our Guatemala team, the community was able to construct 33 rainwater collection systems, each providing a clean, 

convenient water supply. EWB-UCLA has also successfully built a schoolhouse in Nor Lae, Thailand. Through the 

duration of these projects, our members cultivated their engineering skills outside of the classroom and worked 

alongside communities to improve resource management practices. 

In order to plan and implement our current projects in Nicaragua, Ethiopia, and Arizona, and provide our 

members with necessary resources, we depend on donations and grants from a number of sources. Throughout 

the year we host small-scale fundraisers to support some of our general club activities and events. However, we 

need the support and contributions of businesses and corporations to successfully complete our international and 

domestic projects and foster member development. 

We appreciate your consideration in joining us in our mission to reach out and assist communities in need. You 

can help provide our members with essential supplies. We would love to begin a relationship that could benefit 

both of our establishments. By supporting EWB-UCLA, a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, you are not 

only developing young engineers and communities in need, but you are also building a better future starting 

today.

Thank you for your time and generosity! If you have any questions regarding our organization, events or 

projects, we can be reached at ewbucla@gmail.com. 

Sincerely,

Ellen Key

2017-2018 President
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WHERE
San Sebastián, Nicaragua

WHAT
Sanitation, Education, and 
Development (S.E.D.)

WHO
UCLA undergraduate and 
graduate students, UCLA 
faculty, KPFF, Arup, FUNCOS, 
EWB-USA, San Sebastian 
Community 

We first worked with the rural community of San Sebastián from 2008-
2011 on a composting latrine sanitation project. After the successful 
completion of the latrines, the community expressed an interest in a new 
schoolhouse. The current school structure is severely weather-damaged 
and does not provide adequate access to education for the approximately 
100 students in San Sebastián and the surrounding communities. In 
2014, a team of UCLA students and professional engineers traveled on 
an assessment trip to San Sebastián to collect data and learn more about 
the community’s needs. To address the lack of adequate education in the 
region, San Sebastián proposed to implement a new program structured 
like a summer school or camp in the US where children would travel to 
San Sebastián from the surrounding areas for intensive instruction that 
would not interfere with the harvest season or coincide with the rainy 
season that often floods the roads between communities. 

We are currently working on phase two of the SED Nicaragua project, 
the education phase. We are a team of UCLA undergrad and grad 
students, working in collaboration with structural engineers to design 
the school. We recently finished the design drawings and made our first 
implementation trip last summer, where we met with the Ministry of 
Education and the San Sebastian community. We started work on the 
foundations, and we are busy planning for our next trip to continue with 
the construction.

NICARAGUA INTERNATIONAL

Proposed Implementation Trip Budget¹
Item Price

Cement $1,000

Gravel/Aggregate $500

Rebar, Wire $600

Coarse Sand $500

Tools $150

Airfare $4,000

Ground Transportation $300

Total ($US) $7,050

¹Includes a 30% contingency to cover additional/increase in material 
prices and transportation cost fluctuations
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WHERE
Sm’echa Zala, Ethiopia

WHAT
Support of better education 
through construction of a 
library

WHO
UCLA undergraduate students, 
UCLA faculty, Relief Society 
of Tigray (REST), Mekelle 
University students

Since the inception of this project in Fall 2015, the EWB-UCLA Ethiopia 

team has been working to design and build a sustainable library in the 

northern Ethiopian village of Sm’echa Zala. The local elementary school, 

Golagul School, does not have adequate chairs, desks, books, and space 

for the students to study. With their current materials and resources, the 

village is unable to expand its educational capacity. Sm’echa Zala is an 

agricultural-based community, so children tend to miss class to support 

their family by working in the field. The community has expressed a 

desire to improve the educational culture of the area.

Our goal is to aid in the provision of necessary tools for students to 

enjoy and nurture their education. By building and furnishing a library 

near the school, we hope to provide not only a space for students to 

learn, but also a place for all community members to expand their 

knowledge. We have divided our project into four phases: assessment, 

design, implementation, and evaluation. We are currently in our 

assessment phase, and we aim to travel on our assessment trip in 

summer 2018.

ETHIOPIA INTERNATIONAL

Preliminary Assessment Trip Cost Estimate¹
Item Price

Assessment Trip Materials $300

Travel Insurance/First Aid $1,000

Airline Tickets $5,500

Ground Transportation $200

Lodging $500

Shipping Materials $200

Total ($US) $7,700

¹Includes a 30% contingency to cover additional/increase in material 
prices and transportation cost fluctuations
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WHERE
Black Falls, Arizona 
(Navajo Native American 
Reservation)

WHAT
Clean water access

WHO
UCLA EWB, UCLA American 
Society of Civil Engineers 
(ASCE), UCLA graduate 
students, UCLA faculty, 
Forgotten People, Indian 
Health Service, Navajo Tribe 
communities

The UCLA EWB Arizona Navajo Water Project began in the 2016-2017 

school year with the goal of creating an off-grid running water system to 

bring clean running water to individual homes in the Navajo Nation. The 

location of the project poses a unique challenge due to the fact that the 

houses on the reservation are very far apart and lack on-grid power and 

water.  Many residents of the reservation must store water outside their 

home and carry it in with buckets. This is the source of two problems: this 

method of water distribution is unsanitary because the water is exposed 

to many contaminants, and it places a physical burden on the many 

elderly residents that are forced to haul in the water themselves. In order 

to solve these problems, our team spent 2016-2017 designing an off-grid 

water system for a Navajo family in Black Mesa, Arizona, with the plan of 

replicating our system in the future to reach many more homes on the 

reservation. 

Our 2016-2017 year was a success, as we completed the design and 

implementation of our prototype system and brought running water 

to a family on the reservation that hasn’t had it before.  The system 

consists of a buried tank, underground PVC piping, a pump for water 

distribution, and a solar panel power system for providing power to 

the pump.  Additionally, the system was expanded to include a shower, 

hot water supply, and greywater recycling to help the family with water 

conservation.

This year, we are beginning to scale up our design.  Our team is split 

into four technical groups: Pipe Design, Power Systems Design, Drafting, 

and Water Treatment.  These groups will help pipeline the design process 

so that we can focus on three sites in parallel this year.  We performed an 

assessment trip during Thanksgiving 2017 to collect data from each of 

the new sites and meet the families.  Our goal is to implement our designs 

for all three homes this summer.

ARIZONA DOMESTIC

Timeline

Fall 2017 Assessment & planning

2018 Design & prototype testing

2018 On-site testing

2018-2019 Implementation
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General Club Events

General 
Meetings

Informative meetings held every three weeks 
for all club members and new recruits. Each 
meeting involves a presentation related to 
humanitarian engineering, international 
work, or community engagement in projects.

Project  
Meetings

Meetings set up by each project manager. 
Typically 1-2 times a week, project managers 
hold these meetings for technical workshops, 
to discuss research and designs related to 
their project, and to fundraise money for 
material, equipment, and travel.

Workshops Designed to provide club members with 
hands-on opportunities to learn skills 
applicable to their project. These include 
learning software (SolidWorks, AutoCAD, 
BlueBeam, etc.) as well as soil testing, PVC 
piping, and other construction workshops. 

Infosessions Corporate events to provide educational 
and professional opportunities for members 
of the club. Speakers are invited to present 
to our club about their company and work. 
These events also give the chance for our 
project members to speak about their project 
to interested company representatives. 

Fundraisers Various fundraisers are hosted throughout 
the year to raise money for the club. This 
money is used for general club expenses, 
fees, and specific projects. 

Social Events Opportunity for the club to come together 
and simply have fun.
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How You Can be a Sponsor
If you would like become an EWB-UCLA sponsor, kindly fill out the response form on the 
following page. EWB-UCLA will provide the following benefits to show our appreciation for 
your partnership.

Engineers Without Borders - Los       
    Angeles
Abundant Life Orphanages
Amistad International
CasaSito
Center for Embedded Networked       
    Sensing (CENS)
Clinton Global Initiative
CollectiveGood
Dorsey High School
Engineering Graduate Student            
    Association
El Buen Samaritano
General Motors

Henry Samueli School of Engineering       
    and Applied Science
John A. Martin and Associates, Inc.
JWC Environmental
KPFF Consulting Engineers
LA Department of Water and Power
Lockheed Martin
Metropolitan Water District of       
    Southern California
Penetron
Robert L. Nigbor
Rotary Club
Society of Young Philanthropists
Simpson Strong-Tie Company

Level of 
Sponsorship Sponsorship Benefits

FOUNDATION
$100-$499

Company logo and acknowledge-
ment on UCLA EWB website

TRUSS
$500-$999

Company logo and acknowledge-
ment on UCLA EWB website, bro-
chures, & email newsletters
and
Invitation to our End-of-The-Year 
Banquet

PENTHOUSE
$1,000+

Company logo & profile posted on 
UCLA EWB website
and
Company logo on member t-shirts
and
Invitation to our End-of-The-Year 
Banquet

THANK YOU TO OUR PAST SPONSORS
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Company Name 

Representative Name       Title

Office Address Line 1

Office Address Line 2

City      State   Zip Code

Phone Number: (    ) -           - 

We would like to donate $              to support: (please indicate one of the following)

 EWB Club  Nicaragua  Ethiopia   Arizona

Sponsorship Response Form

Credit Card
1) Follow this link: 
 https://support.ewb-usa.org/events/university-california-los-angeles-chapter/e83747
2) Click “Donate Now.”
3) Entire the required information and submit.

Check
Please write checks payable to EWB-USA. Include check with this form.

Cash
Please purchase a money order and include with this form. 

Please mail this Sponsorship Form (along with the money order or check if applicable) to the address 
shown below. Email confirmation will be sent when the items listed above have been received. If you have 

any further questions or require any additional information, please email us at ewbucla@gmail.com.

UCLA Engineers Without Borders
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 

420 Westwood Plaza
5731 Boelter Hall

Los Angeles, CA 90095

Select method of payment: 

ellen
Snapshot


